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Important Tips & Facts    
•	 Household hazardous waste is any chemical-based material discarded from homes which may threaten human 

health or the environment when disposed of improperly.

•	 Always follow product label in regard to preparation, usage, ventilation, personal protection, clean up, storage, 
first aid and disposal.

•	 Read labels carefully: POISON means highly toxic and may also be flammable and corrosive. WARNING 
indicates a less severe hazard. CAUTION means less dangerous than WARNING.

•	 Store solvents in closed containers and away from heat or flame. Store all hazardous products away from the 
reach of children. Choose child-resistant packages.

•	 Never mix products together unless the label calls for it (for example, ammonia mixed with chlorine bleach 
form a poisonous gas).

•	 Store flammable, oxidizer and poisonous products each separately – do not store incompatible products 
together (i.e., acids with caustics or alkalines; or flammables with oxidizers).

•	 If you spill a hazardous chemical on yourself: Immediately wash the area well with water (do not use soap) and 
change clothes immediately. Wash clothes separately. Follow labeling directions and seek medical attention.

Always call a medical professional or the Drug and Poison Information Center for advice on poisoning at 1-800-
222-1222. Know your Poison Control Center phone number.

Waste Minimization is Pollution Prevention     

•	 If you spill a chemical on the ground: Contain and cover the spill with an absorbent 
material (kitty litter, saw dust), sweep and scoop absorbent and container into a 
plastic bag, and take to a permanent household hazardous waste collection facility.

•	 Contact the Household Hazardous Waste Program at (909) 382-5401 or 1-800-OILY CAT for large spills 
and proper disoposal of explosive, radioactive or infectious materials.

•	 Buy only what you need, in the smallest amounts available. Use it all or share with neighbors.

•	 Choose “ready-to-use” products instead of more toxic concentrated products.

•	 Rinse the container, use the rinsed product from the countainer and recycle the empty container.

•	 Use broad spectrum products which work on more than one pest, e.g., boric acid kills both ants and 
roaches.

•	 Never dump hazardous products down the toilet, drain, on the ground or in the trash.

Material Reuse     
FREE Material Reuse Products available at the San Bernardino Household Hazardous Waste Collection Facility 
Monday through Friday, 1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Product availability not guaranteed.

Reduce Your Waste By Using Safer Alternatives     
Cleaning: 	 Use non-toxic/biodegradable soaps or baking soda.

AUTOMOTIVE:	 Buy re-refined motor oil.

HEALTH:	 Use pump-type sprays instead of aerosol sprays.

GARDENING:	 For pest control, remove food/water sources, clear harborages, cover holes and drains, use 
mechanical or sticky traps.

PAINTING:	 Use latex or water-based paints and stains.

Buy less, use less & pollute less!
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